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authority has not been granted, and too often rate making is not 
scientific but mere guess work. In the minds of some of the com- 
missioners, Mr. Ferguson thinks, the uppermost thought has been 
"so to lower intrastate rates in comparison with corresponding 
interstate rates and the intrastate rates of other states as to favor 
their own jobbers and producers at the expense of those of ad- 
joining states. The consequence is a discouraging lack of con- 
sistency in the policies of the different states." On the whole, the 
author's opinion is that conditions in the South appear to be not 
so good as in other sections of the country. He advocates an 
extension of the federal authority, for the Interstate Commerce 
Commission has been both expert and intelligent. "Regulation 
by the southern commissions has been neither." 

Within its restricted scope the present study is admirably done ; 
but it is obviously only preliminary to a real economic study of 
railroad regulation in the South. It is to be hoped that Mr. 
Ferguson will soon be able to publish this larger work, which will 
deal with the growth of the principal railroad systems, inter- 
corporate relations, special rate problems, and state and federal 
regulation. The present study traces the development of state 
interference primarily from the standpoint of administration. 

Lindsay Rogers. 

University of Virginia. 
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act. (Cambridge: Harvard Univ. Press. 1915. Pp. xi, 706.) 

In a prefatory note Professor Frankfurter calls attention to the 
recent greatly increased importance of the Interstate Commerce act, 
but the applicability of this case book to use in a college course 
would seem to depend upon a high degree of specialization which 
would cause separate treatment of questions that are already given 
tolerably adequate treatment under the heads of constitutional law, 
the law of common carriers, administrative law, and public service 
corporations. The selection of cases is admirable and the editing — 
so far as restatement of the facts and abridgment of opinions are 
concerned — is well done. Economists will find the collection a con- 
venient one for ascertaining the rules of law without going to the 
actual reports. All the important questions under the act are given 
representation. Readers other than students who use the volume as 
a case book will notice the absence of an index. 
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Caribbean Interests of the United States. By Chester Lloyd 

Jones. (New York: D. Appleton and Company. 1916. 

Pp. viii, 379. $2.50.) 

In Caribbean Interests of the United States, Professor Chester 

Lloyd Jones, of the University of Wisconsin, draws attention to 

a region to which the recent acquisition by the United States of 

the Danish West Indies lends a special interest. It is more than 

likely that, apart from Cuba, Hayti, and Porto Rico, most of 

the islands and countries washed by the Caribbean Sea are empty 

names to most Americans, excepting for such as have business 

relations in that part of the world or the much smaller number 

of those who, in recent years, have discovered in its genial climate 

a grateful refuge from the rigorous winters of the North. Yet, 



